In the Claims: 



Please replace the pending claims with the following: 



1. A tabletop device for use in supporting and positioning a patient in a 
medical therapy or diagnostic system having a support base and operable to project a 
beam over at least a portion of the tabletop device, the tabletop device being 
configured for mounting on the support base, me tabletop device comprising: 

a central section configured for attachment to the support base, the central 
section positioned such that it is outside of a beam projection area when the tabletop 
is mounted in the medical therapy\or diagnpstic system; 



a frame fixedly attachecj to 
outward from opposite sides there 

a support system conn(;cteJ 

wherein at least a portion^ 



he central section and extending longitudinally 



the beam projection area when^hfe t^letop dj^ico is mounted in the medical therapy 
or diagnostic system and wherein me portion of the frame located within the beam 




e for supporting a patient thereon; 
frame and support system is located within 



projection area is formed subst 




non-metal components. 



2. The device of claim V whwein the portion of the frame and support system 
located within the beam projection area is formed from composite material. 



3. The device of cla/m 1 wherein the frame and support system is formed 
from a carbon fiber materia 
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4. The device of claim 1 wherein at least a portion of the support system is 
configured to provide high transmission of the^^beam. 



5. The device of claim 1 wherein the^ frame is formed from carbon fiber. 



6. A tabletop device for use in supporting and positioning a patient in a 
medical therapy or diagnostic system having a support base and operable to project a 
beam over at least a portion of the tabletop device, the tabletop device being 
configured for mounting on^tlie support base, the tabletop device comprising: 

a central section cgtnfiguired for a/achment to the support base, the central 
section positioned such tt|at it is/putsid^^a beam projection area when the tabletop 

therai^V or di^agnd^tic system; 

ifal section and extending longitudinally 
rame being formed of composite tubular 



is mounted in the medica 



a frame fixedly attached to the 
outward from opposite sid^ thereof,^ 
members; and 



a support system conhe^ec 
wherein at least a pbrtion^ofLthe . 



frame for supporting a patient thereon; 
rame and support system is located within 



the beam projection area when the tabletop device is mounted in the medical therapy 
or diagnostic system and wherein the portion of the frame located within the beam 
projection area is formed substantially from non-metal components. 



7. The device of claim 6 wherein the tubular members are connected with 
angles mounted within two adjacent tubular members. 
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8. The device of claim 7 wherein the angles are glued to an inner surface of 
the tubular members. 

/ 

/ 
/ 

9. The device of claim 7 wherein the angles are formed from carbon fiber. 



10. The device of claim 1 wherein the support system comprises a generally 
planar mesh member. i 

I 

1 1 . The device of claim 10 wherein the mesh member is a carbon mesh 
laminate. 

12. The devio'e of claWj^ wherein the mesh member comprises a carbon 
skin attached to an upper surface thereof 

13. The devic^f claim/o ^erein the mesh member is surrounded by a 
carbon fiber rod. 

14. The device of claim\(J wherein the mesh member comprises a plurality 
of 10 X 10 mm openings. 



15. A tabletop dej/ice for use in supporting and positioning a patient in a 
medical therapy or diagnostic system having a support base and operable to project a 
beam over at least a portion of the tabletop device, the tabletop device being 
configured for mounting^on the support base, the tabletop device comprising: 
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/ 



a central section configured for attachment to the support base, the central 
section positioned such that it is outside of a beam projection area when the tabletop 
is mounted in the medical therapy or diagnostic system; 

a firame fixedly attached to the central seption and extending longitudinally 
outward fi-om opposite sides thereof; and j 

a support system connected to the fi-anie for supporting a patient thereon, the 
support system comprising a multi-layer composite member which varies 
longitudinally in thickness to reduce beam interference in select areas; 

wherein at least a portion of the fi"ame and support system is located within 
the beam projection area when the tablet^j) device is mounted in the medical therapy 
or diagnostic system and/vfeerein the portion of the frame located within the beam 



dsubis ' 



projection area is formed subBtantially from non-metal components. 

16. The device o.^clSm 1 wherein the support system comprises a plurality 
of panels having openings for f^cei/ing Immobilization attachments for positioning a 
patient on the tabletop. 

17. A tabletop device f^rSusfe in supporting and positioning a patient in a 
medical therapy or diagnostic system having a support base and operable to project a 
beam over at least a portion of the tabletop device, the tabletop device being 
configured for mounting onAhe support base, the tabletop comprising: 

a central section configured for attachment to the support base, the central 
section positioned such thlt it is outside of a beam projection area when the tabletop 
is mounted in the medica/ therapy or diagnostic system; 
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a frame fixedly attached to the central section and extending longitudinally 
outward from opposite sides thereof; 

an accessory rail pivotably mounted abouf a central axis extending generally 
perpendicular to the frame such that the rail can be positioned to extend along one of 
the edges of the frame extending from the central section of the frame; and 

a support system connected to the frame for supporting a patient thereon; 

wherein at least a portion of the frame and support system is located within 
the beam projection area when the tabletop device is mounted in the medical therapy 
or diagnostic system and wherein the portion of the frame located within the beam 
projection area is formed substanti^lyNfrom i^on-metal components. 




laging, the system comprising a 
Supporting a patient, a beam projection 
/on of the table, the tabletop 

the support base, the central 



18. A system for use in mi 
base, a tabletop mounted on the b 
device operable to project a beam 
comprising: 

a central section configured- 
section positioned such that it is removed from a beam projection area when the 
tabletop is moimted in the medical therapy or imaging system; 

a frame fixedly attached to ihe central section and extending longitudinally 
outward from opposite ends thereof; and 

a support system connected to the frame for supporting a patient thereon; 

wherein at least a portion of the frame and support system is located within 
the beam projection area when the tabletop is mounted in the medical therapy or 
imaging system and wherein the portion of the frame located within the beam 
projection area is formed from non-metal components. 
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19. The system of claim 18 wherein the frame and support system is formed 
from composite material. 

I 

20. A system for use in medical therapy or imaging, the system comprising a 
base, a tabletop mounted on the base for supporting a patient, a beam projection 
device operable to project a beam over at least a portion of the table, the tabletop 
compnsmg: j 

a central section configured for attachment to the support base, the central 
section positioned such that it is removed from a beam projection area when the 
tabletop is mounted in the medi<Qytherapy or imaging system; 

a frame fixedly attachedVo the central section and extending longitudinally 
outward from opposite ends there^^^fme framfe^comprising tubular members formed 
from a composite material; and 

a support system connected i<J\tlie frame' for supporting a patient thereon; 



wherein at least a portion of the nw^and support system is located within 
the beam projection area when the ta51etop is mounted in the medical therapy or 
imaging system and wherein the^ortion of the frame located within the beam 
projection area is formed from non-metal components. 



21. The system of claim 20 wherein the tubular members are connected with 
angles mounted within two^adjacent tubular members. 

i 

I 

j 

22. The system of/ claim 18 wherein the support system comprises a generally 
planar mesh member. 



23. The system of claim 22 wherein the mesh member is a carbon mesh 
laminate. 



24. The system of claim 22 wherein the mesh member comprises a carbon 
skin attached to an upper surface thereof 



25. The system of claim 18 wherein the support system comprises a plurality 
of panels having openings for recei\^ng immobilization inserts for positioning a 
patient on the tabletop. ^ 



26. A system for use irKraedical merapy or imaging, the system comprising a 
base, a tabletop mounted on the base for su^orting a patient, a beam projection 
device operable to projelt \^Deam over at lea|t a portion of the table, the tabletop 
comprising: 

a central section coiifi^ed for attachment to the support base, the central 
section positioned such that iM removecLfrom a beam projection area when the 
tabletop is mounted^inJjiemiedic^ or imaging system; 

a frame fixedly attached to the central section and extending longitudinally 
outward from opposite ends thereof; 

an accessory rail pivotably mounted about a central axis extending generally 
perpendicular to the frame such that the rail can be positioned to extend along one 
edge of the frame extending from the central section of the frame; and 

a support system connected to the frame for supporting a patient thereon; 
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wherein at least a portion of the frame andf support system is located within 
the beam projection area when the tabletop is mounted in the medical therapy or 

imaging system and wherein the portion of the frame located within the beam 

II 

projection area is formed from non-metal components. 



27. A system for use in medical therapy or imaging, the system comprising a 
base, a tabletop mounted on the base for supporting a patient, a beam projection 
device operable to project a beam over at least a portion of the table, the tabletop 
comprising: / 

a central section configured for attachment to the support base, the central 
section positioned such that itosremovecufrom a beam projection area when the 
tabletop is mounted in the medic^l\therapy or imaging system; 

a frame fixedly attached t6 ffie centr^section and extending longitudinally 
outward from opposite ends tnereo^and 

[le^ted to tne 
pluT^^ljiy (Df intej 



the frarqe for supporting a patient thereon, the 
ated immobilization devices; 



a support system conne 
support system comprising a pi 

wherein at least a portion oitheftarne and support system is located within 
the beam projection area when the tabletop is mounted in the medical therapy or 
imaging system and wherein the portion of the frame located within the beam 
projection area is formed fronynon-metal components. 



28. A tabletop device for use in supporting and positioning a patient in a 
medical therapy or diagnostic system having a support base, the tabletop device 
being configured for mourn ing on the support base, the tabletop device comprising: 

a central section co ifigured for attachment to the support base, 
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/ 



a frame fixedly attached to the central section and extending longitudinally 

/ 

outward from opposite sides thereof; and 

/ 

a support system integrally mounted within the frame, the support system 
comprising immobilization panels configured for immobilizing portions of a 
patient's body on the tabletop device. 



29. The device of claim 28 wherein the immobilizafion panel includes a 
pelvic immobilization panel. 

30. The deyice ofickdm^S wherein the immobilization panel includes a head 
and neck base plate. 




31. The device of claim 28 wherein the immobilization panel includes a 
breast board. 

32. The devicQ of cmimL28 wherein the immobilization panel is pivotably 
attached at one end to' the franie such that the other end of the panel is free to rotate 
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upwardly from the frame 



33. The device of claim 28 wherein the immobilization panel is attached to 
the frame with a^^uick release device. 
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34. A tabletop device for use in supporting and positioning a patient in a 
medical therapy or diagnostic system having a support base, the tabletop device 
being configured for mounting on the support base, the tabletop device comprising: 

a central section configured for attachment to the support base, 

/ 

a fi-ame fixedly attached to the central section and extending longitudinally 
outward fi"om opposite sides thereof; and 

a support system integrally mounted within the frame, the support system 
comprising imrn^BiJization panels configured for immobilizing portions of a 
patient's body on the tabletop device; 

wherei^ the ii^^^rfobilizat^qn panel is attached to the frame with a spring 
loaded pin. 



35. A tabletop device foi^us^b in supporting and positioning a patient in a 
medical therapy or\iagnos/ic system having a support base, the tabletop device 



\ 4 f ^ 

r mounfing O] 



being configured for moun^ng o^^the support base, the tabletop device comprising: 
a central section /cbnfi'gured for attachment to the support base, 

\ 

a frame fixedlVattaclibAto the central section and extending longitudinally 
outward from opposite sides thereof; the frame comprising a plurality of members 
extending at least pa/tially around a periphery thereof, the members having a lip on 
an internal edge thereof for receiving the inmiobilization panel; and 

a support system integrally mounted within the frame, the support system 
comprising immobilization panels configured for immobilizing portions of a 
patient's body on the tabletop device. 
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